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Catalog Description:
Writing intensive course. Examines the history of rhetoric and composition and applies this to :$>
contemporary issues in rhetorical theoiy and pedagogical practice. Develops the student's abilities as a*
writer and as a teacher of writing.
Prerequisite:
ENGL 301 or Equivalent. There is no remediation in this course. Although at this time they are not
considered formal prerequisites, it is avery good idea to take ENGL505: Modern English Grammar and
ENGL542: Literary Criticism before taking this course.
Rationale:
Rhetorical Theory and Practice is an upper-division, undergraduate/graduate course focusing on the study
ofrhetoric and composition theoiy as well as the student's own advanced writing concerns. The
theoretical basis for the course assumes that the student of rhetoric and composition will gain greater
competency in addressing contemporary issues in rhetorical theoiy and pedagogical practice through an
enhanced understanding ofthe theoretical and practical concerns ofthe past, and that the
writing-intensive nature of the course will assist students in developing their advanced writing skills.
Instructional Modalities:
Lecture/discussion. Students will discuss assigned readings and complete varied writing
assignments-essays, brief summaries and critiques of articles on rhetorical theoiy, and other assignments
as appropriate. Students frequently will evaluate drafts in apeer-critique workshop format.
Other requirements include an oral report on an article or chapter from Contemporary Rhetorical Theory:
AReader, plus a final term/research paper. An undergraduate's paper will frequently expand on his/her
group discussion topic; agraduate student's paper may do the above, but must also present an expanded
research effort and annotated bibliography appropriate to graduate-level work in rhetoric and
composition.
This Writing Intensive course meets the University's Campus Writing Program guidelines, which means
that it is designed to include the following:






